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Reply by Author to Rebuttal
byW. P. Rodden
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IN Ref. 1, this author combined a numerical method similar
to that by Nelson and Cunningham2 for computing an

aerodynamic matrix with a finite element consistent mass
formulation for flutter analysis of panels under initial
stresses. Nelson and Cunningham's results were used for
comparison. Such results were published earlier than the
identical results given in Dr. Rodden's thesis. Although
Nelson and Cunningham did not use the terminology AIC,
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they indeed used aerodynamic matrices [Cmn as defined in Eq.
(19)] with amplitudes (generalized coordinates) of modes as
degrees of freedom. This author regrets that he does not feel
he should reference Dr. Rodden's thesis. Bolotin3 also only
referenced Nelson and Cunningham's work and did not
mention Dr. Rodden's thesis. It appears to be an international
practice that when two solutions are identical, it is only
necessary to reference the earlier one.

The widespread use of finite element method is the by-
product of computers. This author finds it difficult to be
excited about what went on more than 2000 years before the
computer generation.

Dr. Rodden challenges the words "the kind of old, obsolete
flexibility influence coefficient method he used" and thus,
once again, finds a chance to tell a long story about his past
work with the implication that his structual beam model
without the slope degrees freedom is not obviously inferior
when used in the type of panel flutter problems dealt with in
Ref. 1. All this author can do is to suggest that Dr. Rodden
include the slopes in his structural beam model next time.

In Figs. 5 and 8 of Ref. 1 the curves at low Mare connected
through the correct data computed at M= 1.3, V2, 1.56. Had
data been computed for M< 1.3 and 1.3<M<V2, the curves
connecting these points would have been drawn slightly
differently. Therefore, Dr. Rodden's comment that the shape
is incorrect is not pertinent to those data computed and
presented.

The rest of the comments by Dr. Rodden do not appear to
be relevant to the research being discussed. Since this author
has a large number of tasks confronting him, he regrets that
he can hardly afford the time to help Dr. Rodden achieve the
credit he feels is due him. Nor can this author afford the time
to participate, by commenting, in Dr. Rodden's earlier
disagreements with "one of the self-proclaimed group of
experts" that he brings up in his lengthy comments.
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